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VLAAMSE ERFGOEDBIBLIOTHEEK

Flanders Heritage Library is a network of 
heritage libraries, established in 2008 by

 • Heritage Library Hendrik Conscience,  
Antwerp

 • Antwerp University Library 
 • Bruges Public Library
 • Ghent University Library
 • Limburg Provincial Library, Hasselt
 • KU Leuven University Library

Through projects and research, we develop 
competence and spread knowledge about 
preserving heritage library collections and 
making them accessible. Additionally, we wish 
to raise awareness about the riches of heritage 
library collections in Flanders and Brussels.

GETTING IN TOUCH

www.flandersheritagelibrary.be 
info@flandersheritagelibrary.be

+32 3 338 8792
Vlaamse Erfgoedbibliotheek 
Hendrik Conscienceplein 4 
B-2000 Antwerpen

FLEMISH HAND PRESS OUTPUT

The Short Title Catalogue Flanders (STCV) is 
an online bibliography of books printed before 
1801 in Brussels and in Flanders, the Dutch-
speaking region of Belgium. The project is 
maintained by Vlaamse Erfgoedbibliotheek 
(Flanders Heritage Library), a network of six 
significant Flemish heritage libraries.

STCV is freely accessible via the internet. It is 
an essential research tool for anyone looking 
for printed sources from the past. The database 
currently contains almost 21,000 bibliographic 
descriptions based on more than 37,000 copies. 
New entries are added on a daily basis.

BOOKS FROM LIBRARIES IN FLANDERS

STCV is a retrospective bibliography, built on the 
basis of surviving volumes from diverse heritage 
institutions in Flanders, including all partner 
libraries of Flanders Heritage Library. An up-
to-date list of collections included in STCV is 
available via www.stcv.be.



NUMEROUS SEARCH OPTIONS

Via www.stcv.be, the online public access 
catalogue offers a large number of search keys, 
indexes and search trees to help guide you 
towards relevant bibliographical descriptions. 

Advanced options allow you to perform 
complex searches. For instance, you may search 
for all plays in a particular heritage collection, 
or for all illustrated almanacs dated between 
1650 and 1660. Search results can be further 
refined with the aid of filters.

Digital renditions of almost all title pages 
are included in STCV

IN-DEPTH DESCRIPTIONS

The bibliographical descriptions adhere to the 
model of the Short Title Catalogue Netherlands 
(STCN).

Records include a wealth of information:

•	 Authors, illustrators, translators and other 
contributors

•	 Collation details (format, pages, collational 
formula)

•	 Imprints
•	 Digital images of title pages, printer’s and 

publisher’s devices, etc.
•	 Bibliographical references
•	 Fingerprint
•	 Typographical and content-related keywords
•	 Location of copies, with information about 

completeness and binding errors

A bibliographical description in STCV

USER-FRIENDLy

In the STCV catalogue, you can save selected 
titles in temporary lists. These selections can 
then be sent via email or copied to a text file. 
Tagged formats for reference managers are 
available.

Details about authors, printers and places of 
publication are stored in separate databases. 
With a single search command, the database 
presents all titles from a particular agent or 
location, irrespective of spelling variations.

For almost all of the copies surveyed, a digital 
image of the title page is available from the 
database. Links to copies digitised by the 
participating heritage institutions are added to 
the bibliographical descriptions as they become 
available.

PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS

STCV includes a thesaurus with additional 
information about the activities, addresses and 
signs of the printers, publishers and booksellers 
referenced in the bibliographical descriptions.

Example 

Hieronymus V Verdussen (1650-1717)

Address
Antwerpen: 1685, 1687, (1688-), 1690-1691, 
1695-1696, 1698-1699 • Op de Grote Markt: 1687, 
1695-1696, (1697-), 1698-1699 • Op de Oude 
Korenmarkt: 1685, 1690-1691

Sign
In de Gulden Tas: 1685, 1687, 1690-1691 • In de 
Tien Geboden: (1688-) • In Sint-Augustinus: 
(1687), 1695-1696, (1697-), 1698-1699

Profession
Bookseller: 1699


